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1. Name ( indicate preferred name) 

historic N o r t h Howard S t r e e t 

and/or common F a s h i o n C i t y 

2. Location 
street & number 3 20 N . H o w a r d S t r e e not for publication 

city, town B a l t i m o r e vicinity of congressional district 
B a l t i m o r e 

state Mary land county 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
__ district public *= occupied agriculture museum 

•̂ - building(s) 2* private unoccupied X commercial park 
structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious 
object in process ^ yes: restricted government scientific 

__ being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
2 j _ n o t a p p l i c a b l e no military other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of a l l owners) 

001 N Charles S t r ee t , Suite 
street & number te lephone no 

city, town B a l t i m o r e s t a t e and zip code 

5. Location of Legal Description 
SEB1402 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. e c i t y C o u r t h o u s e l i b e r 
2 8 6 

street & number 1QQ w . C a l v e r t S t r e e t , Room 6 1 0 f o l i o 

MD 
city, town B a l t i m o r e state 

6. Representation in Existing H i s t o r i c a l Surveys 

title 

date federal state county local 

>ository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 
Survey No. B - 4 3 4 7 

Condition 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general descrintion 
various elements as it exists today. description of the resource and its 

Resource Count: 1 

This circa 1830 building faces east on N. Howard Street and 
abuts two partywall structures. It is three bays wide and three 
stories high with a gabled roof that runs parallel to the street. 
The brick is laid in flemish bond. The street frontage is 17'11" 
and the depth is 120'. 

The first story facade is currently obscured by three roll-
down theft guards. It appears, however, that the first story has 
been remodelled into a central entrance flanked by two display 
windows. 

The second and third stories each have three evenly spaced 1/1 
sash windows. Wood lintels have been affixed over the original 
brick splayed jack arches. The windows have stone sills. The 
later 19th century lintels have a simple ogee molding above a plain 
back band. A large sign board stretches across the second story 
windows and advertises "Fashion City." 

The cornice is obscured by a 20th-century boxed cornice. A 
modern, metal pent roof extends over the cornice. The gable roof 
slopes up behind the pent roof. 

The back (west) wall is obscured by a lateral extension of the 
rear of the building to the north. 



B-4341 G20 North Howard Street B-4347 
Baltimore, MD 
Section 8 Significance 
8.1 

"the gradual abandonment of the shop-house as the dominant form of 
commercial architecture was due to the ever-increasing demands for 
trade and professional services along with a corresponding increase 
in land values, all of. which fostered the design of buildings used 
entirely for commercial purposes."2 The survival of this building 
is rare within its neighborhood of second-generation commercial 
buildings consisting of three- and four-story two-part commercial 
blocks. 

2 Longstreth, The Buildings of Main Street, pp. 24,29. 



8. Significance survey NO. B-4347 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 

_1500-1599 _ agriculture economics literature sculpture 
^ _ 1600-1699 i i architecture education military social/ 

1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 
_X_ 1800-1899 .X commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 
1 1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 

invention other (specify) 

Specific dates Builder/Architect unknown 

c h e c k : A p p l i c a b l e C r i t e r i a : A B yx P D 
a n d / o r 

A p p l i c a b l e E x c e p t i o n : _ A _ B C D E F G 

Leve l of S i g n i f i c a n c e : n a t i o n a l s t a t e X l o c a l 

P r e p a r e b o t h a summary p a r a g r a p h of s i g n i f i c a n c e and a g e n e r a l s t a t e m e n t of h i s t o r y and 
s u p p o r t . 

This b u i l d i n g i s a remarkable s u r v i v o r of e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h -
cen tu ry r e s i d e n t i a l a r c h i t e c t u r e on Howard S t r e e t . The 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l des ign of t h i s t h r e e - s t o r y , t h r e e - b a y b u i l d i n g i s a 
good example of a shop-house form d a t i n g t o t h e second g u a r t e r of 
t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , wi th few l a t e n i n e t e e n t h - and t w e n t i e t h -
cen tu ry commercial a l t e r a t i o n s . L ike ly , as o r i g i n a l l y c o n s t r u c t e d , 
t h e f i r s t s t o r y would have been used fo r commercial purposes and 
t h e upper s t o r i e s would have been used as dwel l ing g u a r t e r s . This 

C
example i s t h e only t h r e e - b a y v e r s i o n of t h e e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h -
cen tu ry shop-house s t a n d i n g t h i s f a r south on Howard S t r e e t (but 
see a l s o 414 North Howard S t r e e t ) , a l though t h e r e a r e a few 
examples of c l u s t e r e d , two-bay s p e c u l a t i v e housing i n t h e lower 
b locks of t h e s t r e e t . 

The presence of d w e l l i n g s , or p o s s i b l y combination shop-houses 
i n d i c a t e s t h e mixed r e s i d e n t i a l and commercial c h a r a c t e r of t h i s 
Bal t imore neighborhood in t h e e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l h i s t o r i a n Richard Longs t re th w r i t e s t h a t " the r a p i d 
growth of commerce and manufactur ing a f t e r independence l ed t o a 
p r o l i f e r a t i o n of t h e shop-house form in both new b u i l d i n g s and 
e x i s t i n g ones a l t e r e d so t h a t t h e i r commercial purpose was c l e a r l y 
i n d i c a t e d on t h e e x t e r i o r . Shop-houses p r e v a i l e d i n emerging 
commercial c e n t e r s of c i t i e s and towns a l i k e through t h e e a r l y 
decades of t h e 19th c e n t u r y . Examples can s t i l l be seen i n a r e a s 
t h a t have no t exper ienced r a d i c a l change, even though t h e 
shopfronts themselves have almost always been a l t e r e d . . . t h e 
upper s e c t i o n r e t a i n i n g a domestic c h a r a c t e r . " 1 The p r e s e r v a t i o n 
of t h i s v i r t u a l l y i n t a c t facade i s a l l t h e more s i g n i f i c a n t i n t h e 
face of n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y modern iza t ions , l e t a lone t w e n t i e t h -
cen tu ry ones , i n t h i s unegu ivoca l ly commercial neighborhood. I t i s 
unc l ea r why t h i s b u i l d i n g was no t a l t e r e d . Longs t re th c o n t i n u e s , 

1 Longs t r e th , Bu i ld ings of Main S t r e e t , p . 24. 



9. Major B ib l iographica l References survey NO. B-4347 

Richard Longstreth, The Buildings of Main Street (Washington: 
Preservation Press, 1987). 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name B a l t i m o r e E a s t Q u a d Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

A i i H i i I i i I I i I i I i i l B l . I I I . I . i I I i I i I i i I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 
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G L L J I I I I I I I I I I l I I l I H|_jJ | | | | , , | J , | | | , | | 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11 . Form Prepared By 

name/title Diane Shaw 

organization CHAP, Room 103 7 date December 17 , 1991 

street & number * 1 7 E . F a y e t t e S t r e e t telephone 301-396-4866 

city or town B a l t i m o r e state MD 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was off ic ia l ly created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Art icle 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not const i tute any infringement of 
individual property r igh t s . 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
DHCP/DHCD 

return to : Maryland Historical Trust 100 COMMUNITY PLACf 
Shaw House CROWNSVILLE. MD 21032-2023 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



B-4347 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DATA 

HISTORIC.CONTEXT: 

Geographic Organization: 
Piedmont 

Chronological/Developmental Period: 

Agricultural-Industrial Transition, 1815-1870 
Modern Period, 1930-present, alterations 

Historic Period Themes: 
Architecture 
Economics 

Resource Type: 
Building 

Historic Environment: 
Urban 

Historic Function and Use: 

Residential-Commercial 

Known Design Source: 
None 












